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The Division represents our local GPs at meetings 
to table workforce issues, contribute to local health 
planning and advocate for any issues that may 
impact on the GP and their patients. 
 
Our CEO and I meet every 3 months with 
Queensland Health and DoHA representatives 
together with Cairns, Townsville, Far North 
Queensland and North West Divisions as part of the 
North Queensland Partnership.  This provides a 
platform to discuss issues that relate to health 
services in our unique regional and remote rural 
areas.   Recent agendas have included IMG 
recruitment and retention as well as information 
transfer between Queensland Health and GPs. 
 
I have been contributing by teleconference as a 
member of the newly formed Northern Area 
Integrated Cancer Care Plan 2008-2013 Steering 
Committee to the meeting.  Stakeholders in cancer 
services including Babes McRae, our Division 
consumer representative, are discussing cancer 
services for our northern area.   
 

Referrals to radiotherapy services in Townsville are 
currently being prioritized as demand exceeds 
available appointments causing understandable 
concern for both the medical profession and 
patients.   Budgets, recruitment and retention of 
staff and prompt access to cancer treatments are all 
important issues to be resolved. 
 
The Division is expanding its work in supporting GP 
palliative care after a successful grant application.  
We are hoping for further funding to support end of 
life care in residential aged care, minimizing 
transfers for symptom control and allowing patients 
to spend their final days in familiar surroundings. 
 
September 18-26 is Dementia Awareness Week.  
This year the emphasis is on risk reduction.  I have 
designed questionnaires for patients and staff, 
together with a one page information sheet on risks 
for dementia.  We aim to gather information about 
the patient and health care providers understanding 
of dementia and risk factors for the illness.  
Information will be distributed to practices later in 
August. 

MEDICAL ADVISORôS REPORT 

Upcoming conferences include óCradle to Graveô North QLD subfaculty RACGP Townsville 13-14 
September and RACGP/WONCA conference in Melbourne 2-5 October  

The iHealth Care Health Directory is coming  
 
Finally there will be a one stop source of health provider contact details for 
most health providers in Queensland.    
 
General Practice Queensland (GPQ) is compiling a listing of where GPs, 
Specialists and Allied Health professions work and how they can most effectively 
be contacted.  This will ultimately make this easily accessed website based iHealth 
Care Directory a central and authoritative source of health providersô contact 
details to eventually link with secure communications.   
 
The iHealth Care Project  has two initial services provided free, the iHealth Care Directory  and Medical -
Objects  which is another secure messaging provider the same as Argus.  

More ihealth next page 
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The iHealth Care message will continue to be 
spread far and wide and our region received 
presentations last week with almost 50 participants 
from Mackay, Airlie Beach, Proserpine, Hamilton 
Island and Bowen attending one of three sessions 
held in the region last Thursday and Friday. David 
Millichap from GPQ spoke at two information 
sessions in Mackay with the third session held in 
Airlie Beach.  
 
While Mackay Division has many practitioners 
already using Argus, there was considerable interest 
in the iHealth Care Project  with some practices also 
considering having Medical-Objects installed as well 
to facilitate communication with specialists in 
B r i s b a n e  w h o  u s e  M e d i c a l - O b j e c t s 
exclusively. Jenny Townley from Andergrove 
Medical Centre is currently testing the feasibility of 
operating with the two programs.  
 
The Mackay Division is very excited about the 
iHealth Care project as the Directory will be a great 
asset for all health professionals in our region.  It is 
expected that most records will be compiled in 
approximately six months and there will then be an 
official launch for all of Queensland.  Information 
packs and forms will be mailed to all practices to 
allow your details to be included in the directory and 
to facilitate access to this resource.   
 
For further information, please telephone Val or 
Carmel at MDGP Tel: 4953 4491   
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Can Do: Teams of Two Amphetamines and Psychosis Workshop  
    

'Can Doõ  

 
 
 
 
 
 
The extremely successful Can Do: Teams of Two Joint Learning Initiative Workshop ï Amphetamines and 
Psychosis  was held on Tuesday 29th July 2008 at the Grand Mercure Function Rooms. The collaborative 
Workshop was specifically designed for General Practitioners, Pharmacists, Mental Health Professionals, 
Mental Health Service Providers, Consumers and Carer groups and ATDOS professionals to meet and 
consider their roles in the care of patients with the coexistence of mental health and substance use 
disorders.  
 
The workshop consisted of clinical education, case studies and small group learning activities. Service 
providers including GPs, Community Mental Health Workers, Psychiatrists, Psychologist, Nurses, 
Pharmacist, Rehabilitation Services, Centrelink and acute care providers participated in activities designed 
to improve understanding and collaboration between services and across sector.  
 
The final Can Do: Teams of Two Activity for 2008 will be Drugs, Pain and Opioid Dependence . For more 
information on the Can Do Initiative Contact Karin Barron on 4953 4491 

Gilda Schott (Dupys Pharmacy), Stephanie Longmore (Mackay 
Community Mental Health),Geri Lucas (Blue Care Sarina), Saman-
tha Thomas (Oz Care) & Dr Shery Girgis (Concordia)  

Dr Jan Hanson (ATSICHS)  
& Dr Werner Bruning (MIMHS) 

Dr Jha Ambica (MBH), Sandi Winner (Well Ways) 
&  Fiona Rumble (Mackay Skin Clinic) Caroline Costiyer (Centercare), Dr Ronald Maligat 

(Fenner Family Medical) & Patricia Wright 
(ATSICHS) 

Danny Hember (ATODS), 
Debbie Symons (OzCare) 
& Dianne Moren ( Mackay 
Community Mental 
Health) 


