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Practical Insulin and Diabetes Management for the 

General Practitioner Workshop  
Professor John Prins, a Professor of 
Endocrinology at the University of 
Queensland and the Founder/Director of 
the University of Queensland Centre for 
Diabetes and Endocrine Research 
presented the informative workshop 
óPractical Insulin and Diabetes 
Management for the General Practitionerô 
in Mackay on the 30th April 2008 at the 
Grand Mercure Function Rooms. As well 
as Professor Pirnsô presentation, Dr Jan 
Hanson presented a brief talk about the 
NEW Diabetes Resources for general 
practice. The hot workshop topics 
included, When to move a patient to 
insulin, Initiating Insulin, Adjusting insulin 
doses. GPs, Pharmacist and Diabetes 
Educators rated Professor Prinsô 
presentation as extremely relevant to their 
daily practice.  
 
What GPs said:  
Excellent, very practical; Excellent 
presenter; Great show, So much 
information, I could have listened to the 
whole talk again and This could have been 
a whole day workshop. 

Dr Praveen Jayaram, Dr Ronald Maligat, Dr Vishwa 
Bhartyia, Dr Abdul Khan, Dr Rani Vignarajah  

and Dr Mohammed Rahman - Clermont  

Dr Sue Hodgens and  
Dr Robert Green  

Dr Chris Brown and  
Dr Norman Dawes  

Dr Jan Hanson and  
Dr Fatemeh Asadi  

Dr Kathy Jacoby and  
Dr Nicole Higgins  

Dr David Parker and  
Pharmacist Karalyn Huxhagan  

More Photos Next Page 
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Locums comings and goings  

The MDGP Locum service is sad to farewell Dr Peter and Karen 
LoDico after six fantastic months working for the service. Peter 
has worked all over the district in a variety of practices where he 
gained a range of experiences different from the U.S.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dr Millard and locum Dr Brij Singh  

Dr Fiona Millard farewells Dr Peter and Karen LoDico   

Practical Insulin and Diabetes Management for the 

General Practitioner Workshop  

Professor John Prins  
and Dr San Hla  

Diabetes Educators  
Marguerette Bane and Lisa Burn  
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Patient Skills Workshop  
Patient Service Skills Workshop for Practice Staff was held at MDGP Seminar Room 
Saturday 10th May 2008. MDGP in cooperation with a nationally accredited training group, AMA Services 
Qld deliver this training, that is usually only available in Brisbane, in our local environment. The workshop 
was a resounding success with practice staff extremely happy with the learning outcomes of the day. 
 

Practice Staff From Airlie Beach, Cannonvale and Proserpine  
and the bus that brought them to the Workshop. 

CHIC program  
We have been successful in our tender for our 
diabetes service where we plan to work with local 
service providers to support patient in transition to 
insulin, prevention of renal complications, and 
increased access to podiatry.  We are currently 
advertising for a service coordinator and the 
service should be available in the next few months.  
We will keep you informed. 
 
Aged Care  
Although the panel funding has ceased, we are 
hoping to continue working with aged care facilities 
and are awaiting news of alternative funding.  Your 
suggestions on ways to improve aged care 
services are still welcome. 
 
Fluvax  
The winter season is upon us and we advise 

health professionals to have the Fluvax to protect 

their health and limit transfer of this infection 

through their workplace.   Active promotion of this 

immunization may reduce illness especially in the 

elderly over the next few months. 

MEDICAL ADVISORôS REPORT 

The Division workload is increasing with a corresponding increase in staff and services.  We trust you 
can make good use of the services we offer and we welcome your suggestions for improvements. 

GP liaison  
Discussions with the Base Hospital continue to 
focus on discharge and medication summaries.  
GPs can assist by making sure their computer 
records have accurate current medications and 
providing patients with a copy of this for any 
medical emergencies.   We are continuing 
discussions on the use of electronic information 
sharing but it will be some time before the QH and 
general practices can link systems in this way. 
 
Mental Health  
Some of you will have participated in our recent 
mental health workshops.  This is an area that 
benefits from teamwork and we are pleased that 
both NGO and QH are sharing in our education 
programs.  We are currently surveying our GPs  
about our Allied Health psychological services.  
We have had some staff changes and four new 
staff will be arriving in the next few months.  At the 
moment there is some pressure on appointments 
so please advise if your referral is urgent.  We 
hope to clear the backlog with the arrival of new 
staff. 
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What the Participants said: 
Thank you for your time, allowing us to learn 
more and apply it to our workplace (Aged 
Care facility); Very enjoyable and informative; 
Great to see MDGP able to contribute to the 
education of health professionals ï keep it 
up!; Very pleasing event; A well presented 
workshop! Well done; Many thanks; Thank 
you for taking the time to pass on your knowl-
edge; Excellent presentation; Excellent eve-
ning. Great presenter ï passionate and 
knowledgeable. Relevant, practiced, up to 
date; Excellent. 

Palliative Care for People with Dementia Workshop with Professor Abbey  

Professor Jenny Abbey, Dr Fiona 
Millard and Brian Abbey 

RACF staff enjoying the presentation 

Diploma of Practice Management  
Certificate IV in Practice Management & Diploma of Practice Management was delivered by Individual Mod-
ule Workshops in conjunction with Mackay Division of General Practice which was started early in 2007 and 
was completed at the workshop on the 20th April 2008.  Three attendees have completed Certificate IV and 
seven are currently completing the final assessment for the Diploma of Practice Management. 
 

What the participants said:  

Well presented; Fantastic weekend; Entertaining; Enjoyed the excursion, something different 

Entertaining & Interesting; Another enjoyable, informative weekend; Informative, relevant, relaxed, friendly 
& helpful; Very fun & informative workshop; Most enjoyable, confidence building workshop.; Look forward to 
the next workshop; Fantastic speaker, very engaging and enthusiastic 

Practice Managers Enjoying the workshop 


